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Inspired Reflections
from the desk of Rev. Rick Howell, Executive Director

Dear Samaritan Friend:

It was really going to be hard to tell him goodbye. Pastor Craig and I had become close friends 
and colleagues in ministry. Working for the Pastoral Counseling Center, I had been given the 
opportunity to establish our first ever satellite center in his church in a neighboring community called 
Pfafftown. An unexpected outcome of that partnership was how we had created a mutually caring and 
supportive relationship benefiting both me, the ministry of the Pastoral Counseling Center and him, 
Pfafftown Baptist Church.  It is ironic that this special relationship and the potential to cultivate new 
relationships with pastors and congregations within the gulf coast was what motivated me to take the 
new challenge. I would be leaving Winston-Salem in order to become the first executive director of 
a newly forming Christian counseling ministry in Sarasota, Florida.  

Ten years have passed since the Samaritan Counseling Services of the Gulf Coast began, and we 
are celebrating God’s goodness through the vital partnerships we have developed with congregations 
in Sarasota and Manatee counties. Church of the Palms, Kirkwood Presbyterian, Harvest United 
Methodist, Emmanuel Lutheran and First Baptist of Sarasota  have all enabled us to offer our Christian 
Counseling services in their neighborhoods through their generosity of space and financial support.  
Additionally, we receive referrals from many churches, including some who financially assist their 
referrals when help is needed. Over time and with help from our increased staff, our vision for shared 
ministry with the community of faith has expanded.  

In 2008, the Samaritan Institute, our national affiliate, was given a major grant by the Lilly 
Foundation to facilitate the expansion of ministry provided by local Samaritan centers to clergy and 
congregations.  We were thrilled to be one of the select groups to receive this training over a three 
year time period.  Retired Pastor Bill Hull volunteered to help us with this outreach to clergy and 
congregations.  We have been providing an ecumenical clergy support group for 8 pastors since the 
beginning of 2009 and will start a second clergy support group this month. Additionally, we plan to 
begin offering CAP’s, Congregational Assistance Plans, by the end of the first quarter of 2010.  We 
believe these CAP’s will strengthen our relationships with other clergy 
and congregations and be mutually beneficial to our ministries.  

As we begin 2010, we look forward to serving new clients and 
congregations within our community.  We appreciate your interest in 
Samaritan and look forward to your participation and support in this 
new year.

God Bless You!

Rick
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MISSION
STATEMENT

Strengthening
individuals and families 
through Professional 
Christian Counseling 
Services.

Volume 1, 2010
Shining the healing 
light of God’s love 
into our community

April 22, 2010
Women Helping Women 
Luncheon
Michael’s On East
Noon
Please see page 3 for 
more information
SAVE THE DATE
October 30, 2010
Samaritan Golf
Tournament
Heritage Oaks Country
Club

3224 Bee Ridge Road
Sarasota, FL 34239
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Your Donations Help!
In today’s economic stresses, the need for Christian Counseling is at an all time high.  45% 

of all counseling sessions conducted require help from our Client Assistance Fund.  Of 
the fee charged for counseling services, $65 is needed as a subsidy.  Your contribu-

tion enables Samaritan to offer individuals and families in need a partial scholar-
ship to receive counseling.  

Gifts to Samaritan empower individuals and families in our community 
to live successful and productive lives. Gifts can be made to our Client 
Assistance Fund for scholarships to families in need or may be given in 
an unrestricted basis for other services we offer the community.

Please consider Samaritan in your estate planning process. Samaritan 
is prepared to receive donations through cash, checks or credit cards 
of any value.  Credit card donations can be made online via Visa, Mas-
terCard, Discover, American Express or an existing PayPal account at  
www.samaritangulfcoast.com on any page of the site.  When Samaritan 
receives notification of your donation, you will be sent a thank you letter 
which will serve as your receipt for tax purposes.

We appreciate your support!  Your gift offers assistance and hope.  Thank you 
for your generosity to this important ministry within our community.

SAMARITAN COUNSELING SERVICES OF THE GULF COAST IS REGISTERED WITH THE STATE OF FLORIDA. A COPY OF 
THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION #CH21930 AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF 

CONSUMERS BY CALLING TOLL FREE WITHIN THE STATE OF FLORIDA AT 800.435.7352. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY 
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE OF FLORIDA. Samaritan Counseling Services of the Gulf Coast is a 

501(c)3 organization. Gifts are tax deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

Today is a smooth white seashell, hold it close
and listen to the beauty of the hours.
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WE ARE PREPARED
TO PROVIDE

COUNSELING FOR
	 •	 Religious and spiritual concerns
	 •	 Anxiety and depression
	 •	 Grief and bereavement
	 •	 Premarital counseling
	 •	 Marriage counseling
	 •	 Family therapy
	 •	 Children’s problems
	 •	 Stress management
	 •	 Chronic and terminal illness
	 •	 Separation and divorce
	 •	 Blended family challenges

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS WITH OUR CHURCH 
CONGREGATIONS

GOLF TOURNAMENT A 
GREAT SUCCESS

The Third Annual Samaritan Counseling Golf Tournament and Church 
Challenge was held in October at Heritage Oaks Golf and Country Club.  Over 
85 golfers rose early Halloween morning for a shotgun start to compete for 
trophies and prizes provided by sponsorship dollars.  Many thanks to Heritage 
Oaks Golf and Country Club for all their efforts.  The staff made sure we were 
on the course quickly and efficiently.  Everyone had a great time at the event.

All proceeds from the tournament assist Samaritan Counseling Services of the 
Gulf Coast and our ministry.  Many thanks to our sponsors:  
Title sponsor: R Sight Investigations
Silver sponsors: TechHealth, Align Networks, PMSI, First Baptist Church of 
Sarasota, Northern Trust Bank, Rick and Debbie Howell

Additionally, 48-hole sponsors were featured on the course and many area 
businesses contributed raffle prizes and silent auction items.  The event 
raised over $20,000.  Many thanks to Donna Dudash, Jim Bos and the other 
members of the committee for all their efforts in making this tournament a 
great success.

The winner of the church challenge for 2009 was Covenant Life Presbyterian 
Church and the team of Dan Simmons,  Bob Wyatt, Chuck Sandler and 
Bill Ciracio.

Join us next year for our Fourth Annual Tournament on October 30th!

First Place in Church Challenge Covenant Life Team (LtoR) Bill Ciracio, Chuck Sandler, 
Bob Wyatt and Dan Simmons

Third Place Team (LtoR) Board Member 
Bob Smith, Pastor of Sarasota Baptist 
Church Mike Landry, Sr. and Jim 
Alexander

Chair of the golf tournament Donna 
Dudash and Bill Hild, Pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Sarasota - a Silver 
Sponsor

Silver Sponsor PMSI’s CWC 
Regional Sales Rep Nicole Magan, 
and Donna Dudash following the 
tournament

Church of the Palms member Mary Ann 
Usher with Donna Dudash, Board member, 
at the 10th anniversary celebration for 
Samaritan

ADVENT DINNER

Emmanuel Lutheran Church celebrates Samaritan’s 10th anniversary

Kirkwood Church celebrated with Samaritan Counselors at a December 
Alternative Christmas Market. Counselors Diane Brantley, David Preston and 
Sam Miller

Bonney Miller, Board Member Cherie Leetzow, Board President Mary Beth Bos, Jane 
Hersey and Samaritan Counselor Mary Binswanger

On December 1, Emmanuel Lutheran Church held an Advent 
Dinner with proceeds to benefit Samaritan. Samaritan’s table was 
hosted by Board Chair, Mary Beth Bos, pictured below at the table 
she decorated so beautifully. Proceeds benefitting Samaritan and 
another local charity.

NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY
National Philanthropy Day took place in November. 

Samaritan nominated Johns Eastern Company for their 
philanthropy on behalf of Samaritan and many other 
organizations within our area.

WOMEN HELPING WOMEN

Jane Goodwin, Dana and Don Lederer of Johns Eastern Company, Corinne Smith, 
Mary Beth Bos and Rick Howell

You’re Invited. Please join us for our Luncheon on 
Thursday, April 22nd at Michael’s on East. At the same time, 
you will learn how your attendance will help many women 
and children in Sarasota and Manatee Counties who are in 
need of counseling.

Do you know that only 21% of children who need mental 
health services actually receive them? We can help! You can 
help! Come join us and leave our luncheon knowing you’ve 
made a difference.

You can call 926-2959 for more information.

Harvest United Methodist Church celebrates with 
Counselor Diane Brantley, Rev. Catherine Fluck-Price, 
Rev. Steve Price, and Samaritan Counselors Melissa 
Miller and Dave Preston

Church Locations
Church of the Palms
3224 Bee Ridge Road
Sarasota, FL 34239

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
790 Tamiami Trail
Venice, FL 34285

First Baptist Church of Sarasota
1670 Main Street

Sarasota, FL 34236

Harvest United Methodist Church
Lakewood Ranch

14305 Covenant Way
Bradenton, FL 34202

Kirkwood Presbyterian Church
6101 Cortez Road West
Bradenton, FL 34210




